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TEXT:  Acts 12:3-5, 18-19 
THEME:  THE LORD SETS US FREE 

1. Freed to Pray for Others 
2. Freed at Someone Else’s Expense 

 
3When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter 
during the days of Unleavened Bread.  4After arresting Peter, Herod put 
him in prison and handed him over to four squads of four soldiers each 
to guard him. Herod intended to bring him before the people for trial 
after the Passover. 5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church 
earnestly offered up prayer to God for him. … 18At daybreak, there was 
no small commotion among the soldiers about what had become of 
Peter. 19After Herod searched for him and did not find him, he 
questioned the guards and ordered that they be executed.  Then Herod 
went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.                  EHV 

 

Dear Fellow Believers in the Resurrection: 
 

Peter was in a tight spot.  Arrested by Herod.  Guarded by soldiers.  
Waiting for trial.  The Jews wanted blood around Passover time, just as 
they had with James before Peter and with Jesus several years earlier.  
Herold would be only too happy to spill it for more points in the popularity 
polls.  Peter was in a tight spot, and it didn’t seem there was any way 
out.  What could he or anyone else possibly do? 
 
We may not know of someone caught in quite the predicament Peter 
found himself in.  But we often know of other Christians in tight spots, 
where we feel helpless to fix the problem.  A young parent is diagnosed 
with a terminal illness.  A relative’s child abandons God and the rest of 
the family to live with a lover of the opposite or same sex.  A friend is 
served with divorce papers.  Other members at our church are struggling 
to deal with their child’s severe disability.  So many tight spots where we 
ourselves feel helpless to intervene!  Do we ever find ourselves giving up 
on the situation completely? 
 
God wants to use situations like these to drive us to our knees, to drive 
us to him, to drive us to remember that we are his children.  God sent his 
Son, Jesus, to be our Great High Priest, to pray earnestly in place of all 
the times our prayers were empty or absent altogether.  Jesus, our Great 
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High Priest, sacrificed himself for all the times we didn’t trust that God 
could help.  Jesus, our Great High Priest, risen from the dead, always 
lives to go between us and God and to make our prayers pleasing to 
him.  The early Christian church knew that, and they were earnestly 
praying for Peter in prison.   
 
What a privilege we have to carry everything to God in prayer!  We can 
thank him for blessings.  We can ask him for guidance and support in our 
own struggles.  We can pray that our enemies might become friends of 
God by his gospel.  But today, spend some time praying on behalf of 
other Christians in need.  God will listen and do what is best for them, 
just as he did for Peter by miraculously releasing him from prison. 
 
Imagine the commotion among the Roman soldiers that morning.  Were 
there accusations flying back and forth?  Did they attempt to flee and 
have to be restrained?  Was there an all-out brawl with bruises and 
sprains and teeth knocked out?  For allowing a prisoner to escape, their 
own lives were on the line. 
 
There is a great lesson to ponder in the soldiers’ fate.  Peter’s freedom 
didn’t happen for free.  The authorities demanded that the guards pay 
with their lives.  God himself knew that Peter’s freedom would come 
about at the soldiers’ expense.  Yet God still chose to rescue Peter, the 
man who had tried to deter him from going to Jerusalem and then denied 
him three times when he was there. 
 
God made that same choice when he chose to free you and me from the 
sin that bound us.  He knew that it came at the expense of his one and 
only Son.  He knew that his eternally begotten Son would pay for it with 
his blood and his life in agony on the cross.  Yet he chose us who were 
born in sin and have so often not lived like his children.  It wasn’t fair to 
Jesus.  But it satisfied God’s justice for all our wrongs.  Easter is our 
proof and our constant reminder that God accepted Jesus’ payment for 
all our sins.  Easter is our proof that God chose us, that he loves us, that 
he has forgiven us.  No matter what we have been or done, the Lord has 
set us free in Jesus.  Amen. 
 


